
Save Hale  
Memorial  
Church

May 2019

To Whom It May Concern: 

Yaku Peoria is hosting a fundraising campaign kickoff event on Saturday, June 29, 2019 from  
9am–12pm. This fun event will have a “Garden Party” theme and include hors d’oevres, coffee,  
juice, mimosas, music, and a silent auction.

What am I saving? 
Hale Memorial Church, located at the intersection of West Main and High Streets, is a more than 
115 year-old landmark that served not only as a church, but as an open place where members of the 
community could congregate and celebrate. After over five years of raising funds to make minor repairs, 
we are asking for your support to keep this locally-designated historic structure from coming down.  

Why is this important? 
Much like the public efforts taking place to save and rehabilitate structures within the Warehouse 
District, we believe Hale Memorial Church is another significant building worth preserving.  
We believe this facility has the potential to be a catalyst for economic development along West  
Main Street, transforming this thoroughfare into what it should be—the heart and soul of Peoria.

What is your plan for Hale Memorial Church? 
Our ultimate goal is to repurpose this historic structure into an international cultural center that  
will anchor West Main Street now and for future generations. With your support, we aim to create a 
space where a variety of cultures can intersect, create art, celebrate music, make friends and come 
together as one community.  

Who are we? 
We are Yaku, a collective of young professionals who are passionate about repurposing Hale Memorial 
Church as an international cultural arts center. As Yaku—a Quechua word meaning water—we want 
to partner with our community to cultivate the seed that is Hale Memorial Church.

Over the last four years the extended Yaku community has done what it can to patch the roof and 
floor—temporary band-aids for the historic Hale Memorial Church.  Now, with the feasibility study 
complete, we have a much clearer picture as to what this preservation project is going to need.  There 
are two main components—cost and time.  And we are about out of time when it comes to saving this 
building that has been in our community for more than 100 years!

The proceeds raised will be used to fund the preservation of this historic church, in order that in  
the nearer future, it be used for its original intended purpose as an Arts and cultural event center. 
Yaku Peoria is a non-profit 501(c)(3) organization {EIN: 47-1440002}. 
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We would like to request your support in the form of Corporate Sponsorship.

SPONSORSHIP LEVELS

Corporate Matching  /  If your business would be interested in matching donations up to a specific 
donation level and/or during a specific date range, please let us know as soon as possible!  
 Recognition at ALL Events 
 Shout out on our Facebook Page 
 Name/Business announced during the event as a sponsor 
 Name/Business included on promotional materials

Bronze  < $999 
 Recognition at ALL Events 
 Shout out on our Facebook Page 
 Name/Business announced during the event as a sponsor 
 Name/Business included on promotional materials

Silver  $1,000-$1,499 
 Recognition at ALL Events 
 Shout out on our Facebook Page 
 Name/Business announced during the event as a sponsor 
 Name/Business included on promotional materials 
 Yaku Peoria Magazine (UKAYZINE)

Gold  $1,500-2,999 
 Recognition at ALL Events 
 Shout out on our Facebook Page 
 Name/Business announced during the event as a sponsor 
 Name/Business included on promotional materials 
 Yaku Peoria Magazine (UKAYZINE)  
 Yaku Peoria T-Shirt 
 Special Recognition/Gift at Yaku Peoria Gala event (Nov 2019)

Platinum  > $3,000 
 Recognition at ALL Events 
 Shout out on our Facebook Page 
 Name/Business announced during the event as a sponsor 
 Name/Business included on promotional materials 
 Yaku Peoria Magazine (UKAYZINE)  
 Yaku Peoria T-Shirt 
 Special Recognition/Gift at Yaku Peoria Gala event (Nov 2019) 
 Private Tour of Hale Memorial Church
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If you are interested in becoming a Corporate Sponsor by matching or donating at one of the  
levels listed above, please contact me at:

Nick Walenski 
nick@yakupeoria.org

Or to submit a donation online, please visit: www.yakupeoria.org 

Thank you in advance for your consideration and generosity in support of Yaku Peoria and  
our efforts to preserve and reuse Hale Memorial Church.

Sincerely,

Nick Walenski

Campaign Treasurer 
YAKU PEORIA 
423 West High Street 
Peoria, Illinois 61606 
nick@yakupeoria.org

Preserve  
Peoria’s  
History
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